
Technische Universitat Berlin 

Speaker: 

Dr. Arnold Groh, Technical University of Berlin 
Research Centre for Semiotics I 
Structural Analysis of Cultural Systems 
Sekr. FR 6-3, Franklinstr. 28-29 D-
10587 Berlin 
e-mail: a.groh@berlin.de 

 
Structural 
Analysis of 
Cultural 
Systems 

The 24th Session 

of the United Nations 
Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations Geneva, July 31 -Aug. 4, 2006 

Statement on item 5 
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman: 

The Draft Guidelines on the Protection of the Cultural Heritage of Indigenous Peoples, as 
presented in the Working paper submitted by Mr. Yokota and the Saami Council is a 
very valuable step forward towards a situation of mutual respect between cultural 
groups, and away from intercultural relations as they are common today, which usually 
lead to the destabilisation and disintegration of indigenous societies. However, it has to 
be pointed out that the problems indigenous peoples are confronted with cannot be 
overcome by simple political decisions. At the very core of those mechanisms of cultural 
destabilisation, there are very complex human perceptions, cognitions, and behaviour. 
In order to ensure cultural diversity in the long run, it seems necessary to implement 
the mediation of culturally sustainable behaviour in the educational systems of the First 
World, since this is where the destruction of many indigenous societies has its origin. As 
long as people from the industrial culture don't see the need and don't know how to 
behave in a culturally sustainable way - be it officials or private persons -, the processes 
of cultural loss are going to continue despite legal regulations. Both sides, indigenous 
and industrial culture, need to be aware of the mechanisms of globalisation and 
dominance, in order to reflect and to make choices with free, prior and informed 
consent. The diversity of cultural heritage is a prerequisite for global stability. Its 
deletion would also mean the loss of environmentally-friendly ways of living, of 
managing habitats. Therefore, instead of displacing indigenous peoples, as it has been 
done recently by banning them from some African national parks, it should be 
acknowledged that indigenous traditions are usually very much compatible with nature, 
so that defining nature reserves should make the use of indigenous ways binding to 
anyone who enters them. Culture cannot be preserved in museums, it can only persist 
by being lived. So, the protection of cultural heritage necessarily needs to ensure that 
the factors that could be detrimental to the respective culture, are minimised. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 




